












































When Nancy passed away only three weeks after their move, Tom was at yet another crossroads.
Having lived in downtown Kalamazoo, he knew that he liked that area. Briefly, he considered
moving into a downtown apartment, but his children protested. "Dad, we know you don't cook.
What are you going to eat? Dad, what happens if you get sick? If you're at The Artisan, you know
they're going to take care of you." Heeding their advice, Tom decided to stay. And he's glad he did.

Bustling Days at The Artisan

Tom is quick to note that his life improved socially when he moved here. "I'm able to be involved in
activities every week. And you can pick and choose,"” he explains. He exercises each morning, and
he plays different games with friends depending on the day: poker, shuffleboard, Wordle, and

bridge.

He enjoys freshly prepared meals throughout the day. After dinner, you can often find him occupied
at a bridge table or watching a basketball game with a friend. "I'm fortunate,” he acknowledges. "
always have been a busy person, and I've remained a busy person here."

Tom also relishes the independence of life at The Artisan. He can easily nip out to attend events in
Kalamazoo, like the local garden club dinner this month. (It's his turn to host!) And it's simple for
him to take off to travel. When Tom is not busy beating his friends at poker, he likes to visit his
children in East Lansing, New York City, and Chicago.

Friends and Family at The Artisan

When the pandemic hit, Tom was grateful for the sheltering community and care provided by The
Artisan. "Here, we were still getting good food, we were receiving necessary care, and we were
properly vaccinated,"” he says. "Eventually, we were able to get back to some routine of games
wearing masks." In short, Tom is confident that he fared far better in 2020 because of his residence
at The Artisan.

And he continues to appreciate the warmth and community at his doorstep. "This is a nice place.
We're just one big happy family here," he says with a twinkle in his eye. According to Tom,
residents are close enough that even their family feel like extended family. When he recently lost a
friend—a fellow resident and poker player—Tom had a long visit with his friend's daughter about
her dad. "We miss him. He was a really nice guy and a friend who | made here. He had an active life
In the community,"” says Tom.

All in all, Tom feels happy to have landed at The Artisan with so much to do. And he doesn't see
himself or his neighbors slowing down any time soon.

He reflects on the push to move to Heritage Community as a parting gift from his wife Nancy.
"Looking back, my kids have told me they think my wife knew that | would have more of a life here
after she was gone," says Tom. "l had never thought of that, but I'm certainly glad I'm here."

He continues to tend to the windowsill of Nancy's houseplants. "l have an east-facing window, so
I'm trying to keep her plants alive. They remind me of her,"” he smiles.
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