









































Don was delighted and humbled. "l didn't know there was such an award," he says. "l was
astounded. I'm a small-town boy from Wisconsin who played every sport and never won a medal.
Now, | get one three days after my 9oth birthday. It's the stuff you read about. I'm elated and
ecstatic.”

The honor is made more meaningful by Don's deep belief in the Heritage Community mission.
"Heritage is a nonprofit, which is very important to me," he says. "Financially, they are strong, and
you want to know that what you are investing in for your future will be around for the long term.
The facilities and staff are very welcoming, and you feel good here.”

When Don made the move to The Artisan at Heritage Community in 2016, he was looking to
continue the independent and active lifestyle to which he was accustomed. He recounts the
striking timeline of his early life, which set the pace: On a Friday, he graduated from college and
was simultaneously commissioned an officer into the U.S. Navy. "And really, this is where the fun
began," he smiles. "The next day, Saturday, he married his high school sweetheart, Jean. And for his
"honeymoon," the following Monday, he began his career at Kimberly-Clark Corporation, where he
put in one full 40-hour work week, before taking leave to embark on three-and-a-half years of active
duty as a naval officer. Upon his return from his service in the Navy, he was reinstated at
Kimberly-Clark with three-and-a-half years of seniority. "My life was charmed back then," recalls
Don.

In fact, he feels he's been blessed his whole life. By the time he moved to The Artisan, he had
shared 56 years of marriage to his beloved Jean, raised five sons and a daughter, retired from a long
and successful career in the paper industry, and had already enjoyed more than two decades of
retirement. After Jean passed away in 2011, Don lived on his own for five years before he decided
to downsize from his condo to a comfortable new home. The Artisan fit the bill.

At the age of 90, he is still enjoying that dynamic lifestyle and independence as a resident of the
Life Plan Community. "There are so many activities here—three or four a week—with a lovely library
and dining if you are interested,” says Don. "Plus, | still have my independence. | can do anything |
want, when | want. But if | need assistance, it is there for me." That sentiment is central to the Life
Plan Community philosophy: People hope they will never need the continuum of care, but it's there
if they ever do.

Today, Don takes comfort in the socialization, quality care, and support he receives at Heritage
Community. "There have been a couple of gamechangers for me," he says. "For example, what
would | have done if | had been sitting in that condo when Covid hit? Here at Heritage, | got all my
shots without ever leaving the building: the community met all the guidelines of the CDC; and most
importantly, | had friends in the building. The other gamechanger was when Jay [Jay Prince,
President & CEO of Heritage Community] asked me to serve on the Heritage Board of Directors
early on."” Since the beginning of his board tenure from 2018 to 2023, Don feels that he learned a
lot. "I must have done something right because they gave me an award,"” he smiles.

While it was a tough decision at the time, Don believes that moving to Heritage Community was
absolutely the right decision. "“Living in a community—you make it what you want,"” says Don. "If
you want to sit in your apartment all day, you can do that. But | didn't. | made friends, played cards,
and enjoyed myself. The goal is to enjoy our last days, and so far, so good. This community is
wonderful. I've been very, very blessed.”
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